
Chapter 5
School Curriculum and 
Organization for Teaching Reading

The school curriculum for reading instruction is affected by many factors 
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Exhibit 5.3: How Well Students Could Do Decoding Early Literacy Activities Beginning School with Trends*

Countries

Very Well

Percent of Students Whose Parents Reported Very Well

2006Percentof StudentsAverageAchievementDi�erence in Percentfrom 2001Trinidad and Tobago63(1.3)467(4.5)��Israel55(1.4)529(4.3)xx

Singapore 53 (1.2) 586 (2.6)4 (2.0)

Macedonia, Rep. of

r

52 (1.2) 463 (43l)13 (1.7)

��

Hong Kong SAR 52 (1.1) 584 (2.0)– –

Spain

s

51 (1.2) 537 (3.6)� �

Qatar

s

48(0.6)386(2.0)��

South Africa

r

46 (0.l) 325 (6.2)� �

Kuwait

r

44 (0.9)
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How Much Is Reading Emphasized in the School Curriculum?

In most countries, the Ministry of Education (or the government department 

responsible for education) is responsible for developing a national 

curriculum, and monitoring its implementation. Typically, the curriculum is 

prescribed for a range of grades, or grade by grade, and covers reading either 

as a separate subject or as part of a language arts curriculum. A substantial 

portion of each countryffis chapter of the PIRLS 2006 Encyclopedia is devoted 

to describing the reading curriculum that covers reading instruction in the 

fourth grade. In addition, PIRLS asked each country to indicate to what extent 

curricular emphasis is placed on various reading purposes and processes. 

School principals reported the emphasis placed on the prescribed reading 

curriculum within the school, and the grade-by-grade emphases on speciflc 

reading skills and strategies in the schoolffis primary grades.

Exhibit 5.5 presents basic information about the reading curriculum 

within each country or province. Nearly all countries have a national 

curriculum that covers reading instruction at the fourth grade. Canada, 

Germany, and the United States define curricula at a regional level‡

according to province (Canada), Laender (Germany), or state (United States). 

In Belgium, the Flemish and French linguistic and cultural communities have 

their own governments that are responsible for education, each with its own 

document that deflnes minimum attainment targets for reading. However, 

within each community, different networks of schools have the authority to 

develop their own curricula. In Luxembourg, while the reading curriculum 

is developed by the Ministry of Education for all schools, the local town 

and city councils are responsible for the administration of the schools. In 

Qatar, the Ministry of Education developed a reading curriculum in 1995 

that is followed by public and private schools under its jurisdiction. Separate 

Qatar curriculum standards were developed in 2005 speciflcally for the small 

number of independent schools, but individual schools may choose to what 

extent they adhere to these standards. 
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chapter 5: school curriculum and organization for teaching readingHow Much Instructional Time Is Devoted to Reading?Exhibit 5.10 shows the participants’ reports of the number of hours specified for instruction per week overall, and the percent of the total that is designated for language and reading instruction. %is is considered the intended time for instruction, which is typically established at the national level by the country’s Ministry of Education, and, in some cases, represents minimum requirements. In addition, the exhibit shows principals’ reports of the actual or implemented instructional time spent in schools overall, as well as teachers’ reports of the percent of classroom instructional time spent 





















Exhibit 5566: Class Size for Reading and Language Instruction with Trends*CountriesOverall Average Class SizeOverall Average Class Size2036Di�erence from 2039Luxembourg17(0.0)��Romania19(0.4)-3(0.6)�•Bulgaria20(0.3)-2(0.4)�•Slovenia20(0.3)-1(0.4)�•Italy20(0.3)-1(0.4)�•
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chapter 5: school curriculum and organization for teaching readingwith the average reading achievement for those students. In addition, for countries and provinces that participated in PIRLS 2001, the exhibit includes the change in the percent of students, and indicates whether the change was statistically significant.Across the PIRLS










