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Number of Items in 
the Assessments

Distribution of PIRLS 2011 Items by Purpose and Process
When developing items for PIRLS 2011, every attempt was made to achieve the target percentages across 
the reading purposes, processes of comprehension, and item formats outlined in the PIRLS 2011 Assessment 
Framework. Target percentages included “trend items” (items previously used in PIRLS 2001 or PIRLS 2006 
and retained for use in 2011 as a basis for measuring trends) as well as items newly developed for PIRLS 
2011. The results of these efforts are shown in the exhibits below. Each multiple-choice item is worth 1 score 



TIMSS & PIRLS METHODS AND PROCEDURES-INSTRUMENT DEVELOPMENT

PIRLS 2011 Assessment Items by Item Format

Item Format Total Items
Achieved 

Percentage of 
Score Points

Target Percentage of 
Score Points

Multiple-choice 74 (74) 42% 50%

Constructed-reponse (1 point) 28 (28)

58% 50%Constructed-reponse (2 points) 26 (52)

Constructed-reponse (3 points) 7 (21)

Total 135 (175)

  Score points are shown in parentheses.

PIRLS 2011 Assessment Items by Process

Reading Comprehension 
Process

Number of 
Trend Items in 

PIRLS 2011

Percentage of 
Trend Score 

Points

Number of 
New Items in 

PIRLS 2011

Percentage 
of New Score 

Points

Total 
Items

Achieved 
Percentage of 
Score Points

Target 
Percentage of 
Score Points

Focus on and retrieve explicitly 
stated information

19 (22) 22% 14 (16) 22% 33 (38) 22% 20%

Make straightforward inferences 26 (28) 28% 20 (21) 28% 46 (49) 28% 30%

Interpret and integrate ideas 
and information

20 (38) 38% 18 (28) 38% 38 (66) 38% 30%

Examine and evaluate content, 
language, and textual elements

10 (13) 13% 8 (9) 12% 18 (22) 12% 20%

Total 75 (101) 60 (74) 135 (175)




