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PIRLS/prePIRLS Passage Readability

e multistep search for appropriate PIRLS and prePIRLS passages had the ultimate goal of identifying grade
appropriate passages that would be engaging and culturally suitable for students in a wide range of countries
and languages. e PIRLS Development Team conducted a close review of prospective texts, which focused
on the texts’ literary qualities and their potential to elicit a range of comprehension items. Once passages
had undergone this qualitative review, the PIRLS Development Team computed passages’ word count and
readability as a quantitative check of the grade appropriateness of the recommended texts. e Flesch-Kincaid
Grade Level* formula was used as a measure of readability for this purpose because of its suitability for a wide
range of texts and its extensive use in education. is quantitative information was provided alongside the
texts to National Research Coordinators for their review. e TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center
relied on the professional judgment of these country representatives and their within-country experts to
evaluate the grade appropriateness, translatability, and cultural suitability of the texts for their students.

PIRLS 2011 Word Counts and Readability
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