PIRLS/prePIRLS 2011

Item Release Plan

PIRLS 2011 is designed so that the assessment is divided into blocks, with each block containing a passage and
reading comprehension items about that passage. Individual student booklets contain two blocks according
to a systematic design. As far as possible, the distribution of items within each block re ects the range of item
formats and PIRLS comprehension processes in the overall assessment. PIRLS 2011 has a total of 10 blocks,
5 that contain literary texts and 5 containing informational texts. PrePIRLS has a total of 8 blocks, also equally
balanced between literary and informational texts. Details about the PIRLS 2011 student booklet design are
included in the PIRLS 2011 Assessment Framework.

PIRLS 2011 is the third assessment in a series of studies conducted every ve years, providing trends
in reading achievement back to 2001. Due to the evolving nature of the PIRLS design, portions of the

PIRLS 2011 Assessment Blocks by Number of Score Points, Assessment Year, and Release Status

Number of Score Points First Year of Assessment Release Status

Literary Blocks

L1 Flowers on the Roof 17 2001 Secured
L2 Fly, Eagle, Fly 16 2006 Released
L3 Shiny Straw 19 2006 Secured
L4 The Empty Pot 20 2011 Secured
L5 Enemy Pie 19 2011 Released
Informational Blocks
11 Leonardo Da Vinci 17 2001 Secured
12 Day Hiking 15 2006 Released
13 Sharks 17 2006 Secured
14 Where’s the Honey? 17 2011 Secured
15 The Giant Tooth Mystery 18 2011 Released
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