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PIRLS 2011 

Web-based 
Reading Initiative

Increasing numbers of students are using the Internet as their primary information source for schoolwork 
and social activities. In addition to the prevalence of Internet-based reading, there continues to be rapid 
growth in the use of portable reading devices, such as e-readers and tablet computers. To address students’ 
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Developing the Web-based Texts and Reading Comprehension Items 
The PIRLS 2011 web-based initiative was to consist of two blocks that would assess informational reading. 
One block would be based on an existing non-linear PIRLS informational text that appears similar to 
information found on the Web. Presenting this text in both the existing paper format and a web format would 
allow researchers to compare students’ abilities to gather information from a paper-based text versus a web-
based text.  A second web-based assessment block would be developed based on an actual website. The idea 
was to develop a web-based task that would mirror students’ informational reading experiences for school.

As described above, one of the web-based texts developed for PIRLS 2011 was based on an existing 
PIRLS informational text. The web-based version of this PIRLS text was designed to represent the paper-
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assessment. The platform needed to be able to deliver the passages on a broad range of computers (across 


