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The 2011 administration of TIMSS and PIRLS marked the first time that countries could choose to administer 
the TIMSS and/or PIRLS school and teacher questionnaires online. With the increasing capabilities of online 
technologies, and the worldwide trend towards the online mode of questionnaire administration, it was 
decided that the TIMSS and PIRLS assessments would expand options for online survey administration, 

http://timssandpirls.bc.edu/methods/pdf/TP11_SOP_Software.pdf
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SurveySystem Designer component, national centers could tailor the online questionnaires to their national 
language. The software suite was specially designed to handle complex scripts such as Arabic, Hebrew, 
and Korean. 

To facilitate translation and adaptation, the Designer component concurrently stored the original 
English question text and the translations and/or national adaptations. It also stored the variable names and 
data validation rules. If a national center decided not to administer a particular international question or 
option, it could be disabled in the Designer and would not be administered during the online questionnaire 
administration. The Designer also included an integrated preview function to allow for a visual side-
by-side comparison of the paper/PDF and online versions of the questionnaires, allowing for the layout 
verification process.

http://timssandpirls.bc.edu/methods/t-international-databases.html
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