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As described in the Sample Design in TIMSS and PIRLS, the international target population for PIRLS (and
prePIRLS) 2011 was de ned as the grade that represented 4 years of formal schooling, counting from the rst year
of primary or elementary schooling.! Exhibit 1 presents the grades identi ed as the target grades for sampling by
each country, and includes the number of years of formal schooling that the grades represent and the average age
of students in the target grade at the time of testing.

For most countries participating in PIRLS (or prePIRLS), the target grade did indeed turn out to be the grade
with 4 years of schooling, i.e., fourth grade. However, in England, Malta, New Zealand, and Trinidad and Tobago,
children begin primary school at an early age.  erefore, these countries assessed students in the  h year of


http://timssandpirls.bc.edu/methods/pdf/TP_Sampling_Design.pdf
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