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Stratification Variables 
for PIRLS 2011

Country Explicit stratification variables 
Number   of 

explicit strata
Implicit stratification variables

Australia States / Territories (8) 8
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United States High / low poverty index (2) 12 Location (4);  Ethnic status (2) 

Public / private (2)

Census regions (4)

Alberta, Canada Grade 4 only / Grade 4 & 8 schools (2) 4 Funding (3);  Immersion school status (2) 

School Size (2)

Ontario, Canada Grade 4 only / Grade 4 & 8 schools (2) 4 Geographical regions (6);  Type of school (4)  

English / French (2)

Quebec, Canada Grade 4 only / Grade 4 & 8 schools (2) 4 Public / private (2);  All non native / No (2) 

English / French (2)

Eng/Afr (5) - RSA Grade 4 only / Grade 4 & 8 schools (2) 4 School type (3); Provinces (9)

Language of instruction (3)

Andalusia None 1 Public / private (2)

Abu Dhabi Grade 4 only / Grade 4 & 8 schools (2) 6 Private / public (2); Curricula (24) ; 
School gender (3) ; Test Language (3) 

Educational zones (3)

Dubai Grade 4 only / Grade 4 & 8 schools (2) 2 Curricula (14) ; Test Language (3) 

Florida High / low poverty index (2) 2 Location (4);  Ethnicity status (2) 


