
METHODS AND PROCEDURES
CREATING AND INTERPRETING CONTEXT QUESTIONNAIRE SCALES

�e Students Value Earth Science (SVE) scale was created based on students’ degree of agreement to the 
six statements described below. �is scale was administered in countries where the sciences are taught as 
separate subjects. See Creating and Interpreting TIMSS and PIRLS 2011 Context Questionnaire Scales 
for more information on how the scales were formed.

TIMSS 2011 

The TIMSS 2011 Students 
Value Earth Science Scale, 
Eighth Grade

Exhibit 1: Items in the TIMSS 2011 Students Value Earth Science Scale, Eighth Grade

	 How much do you agree with these statements about earth science?

Agree	 Agree	 Disagree	 Disagree 
a lot	 a little	 a little	 a lot

1)	 I think learning earth science will help me
in my daily life ------------------------------------------------	A   A   A   A

2)	 I need earth science to learn other school	
subjects --------------------------------------------------------	A   A   A   A

3)	 I need to do well in earth science to get into the	
university of my choice-------------------------------------	A   A   A   A

4)  I need to do well in earth science to get the	
job I want -------------------------------------------------------	A   A   A   A

5)	 I would like a job that involves using	
earth science --------------------------------------------------	A   A   A   A

6)	 It is important to do well in earth science-------------	A   A   A   A

http://timssandpirls.bc.edu/methods/pdf/TP11_Context_Q_Scales.pdf
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