TIMSS 2011

TIMSS 2011 Population
Coverage and Exclusions

Marc Joncas

Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2 summarize population coverage and exclusions for the TIMSS 2011 target populations.
National coverage of the international target population was generally comprehensive, with some exceptions. At
the fourth grade, these exceptions included Georgia (assessed only students taught in Georgian), Kuwait (assessed
only students in public schools), and Lithuania (assessed only students taught in Lithuanian) together with the U.S.
states of Florida and North Carolina (students in public schools only).  ese participants chose a national target
population that was less than the international target population. Since coverage was below 100 percent, the results
for these participants were footnoted in the TIMSS 2011 international reports. At eighth grade, all countries except

the most part, school-level exclusions consisted of schools for students with disabilities and very small or remote
schools. Occasionally, schools were excluded for other reasons, as documented in TIMSS 2011 Characteristics
of National Samples. Within-school exclusions generally consisted of students with disabilities or students who
could not be assessed in the language of the test (TIMSS 2011 Characteristics of National Samples gives more
details about the exclusions for each participant in TIMSS 2011). For most participants, the overall percentage of
excluded students (combining school and within-school levels) was less than 5 percent (a er rounding). However,
at the fourth grade, Azerbaijan, Croatia, Denmark, Hong Kong, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Qatar, Serbia, Singapore
and the United States along with two of the benchmarking participants (the U.S. state of North Carolina and the
Canadian province of Alberta) had exclusions accounting for between 5 and 10 percent of the desired population.
Only the U.S. state of Florida had exclusions exceeding 10 percent. At the eighth grade, Honduras, the Russian
Federation, Singapore, and the United States, along with the U.S. states of California, Connecticut, Florida, Indiana












