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As described in the Sample Design in TIMSS and PIRLS, the international target populations for the TIMSS 2011 
fourth and eighth grade assessments were defined as the grades that represented 4 and 8 years of formal schooling, 
respectively, counting from the first year of primary or elementary schooling.1

http://timssandpirls.bc.edu/methods/pdf/TP_Sampling_Design.pdf






Exhibit 2: National Grade Definitions -  TIMSS 2011 - Eighth Grade

Country
Country’s Name for Grade 

Tested
Years of Formal 

Schooling
Average Age at 
Time of Testing

Hong	Kong	SAR Secondary	2 8 14.2

Hungary Grade		8 8 14.7

Indonesia Grade	8 8 14.3

Iran,	Islamic	Rep.	Of Grade	8 8 14.3

Israel Grade	8 8 14.0

Italy Grade	8 8 13.8

Japan Grade	8 8 14.5

Jordan Grade	8 8 13.9

Kazakhstan Grade	8 8 14.6

Korea,	Repubic	of Grade	8 8 14.3

Lebanon Grade	8 8 14.3

Lithuania Grade	8 8 14.7

Macedonia,	Republic	of Grade	8 8 14.7

Malaysia Form	2 8 14.4

Morocco
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Country
Country’s Name for Grade 

Tested
Years of Formal 

Schooling
Average Age at 
Time of Testing

Dubai,	United	Arab	Emirates Grade	8 8 13.9

Alabama,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.4

California,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.1

Colorado,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.2

Connecticut,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.1

Florida,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.4

Indiana,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.4

Massachusetts,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.2

Minnesota,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.3

North	Carolina,	United	States Grade	8 8 14.2

1	 	Armenia	in	2011	was	in	the	process	of	adding	an	extra	grade	to	compulsory	schooling	and	starting	primary	school	one	year	earlier	than	previously.	As	part	of	the	transition,	
many	of	the	students	in	grade	9	in	2011	had	skipped	a	grade	and	gone	directly	from	grade	3	to	grade	5.	Accordingly,	Grade	9	was	assessed	as	the	eighth	year	of	formal	schooling.	
However,	this	grade	contained	students	with	either	8	or	9	years	of	schooling.	

2	 	Bahrain	assessed	the	same	cohort	of	students	as	other	countries,	but	in	October	2011	at	the	beginning	of	the	next	school	year.
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