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Your school has agreed to participate in PIRLS 

2011 (Progress in International Reading Literacy 

Study), an educational research project sponsored 

by the International Association for the Evaluation 

of Educational Achievement (IEA). PIRLS measures 

trends in student achievement in reading, and 

studies diff erences in national education systems 

in more than 50 countries in order to help improve 

teaching and learning worldwide.

This questionnaire is addressed to school 

principals and department heads who are asked to 

supply information about their schools. Since your 

school has been selected as part of a nationwide 

sample, your responses are very important in 

helping to describe primary/elementary education in 

<country>.

It is important that you answer each question 

carefully so that the information provided refl ects 

the situation in your school as accurately as possible. 

Some of the questions will require that you look up 

school records, so you may wish to arrange for the 

assistance of another staff  member to help provide 

this information. 

Since PIRLS is an international study and all 

countries are using the same questionnaire, you may 

fi nd that some of the questions seem unusual or are 

not entirely relevant to you or schools in <country>. 

Nevertheless, it is important that you do your best to 

answer all of the questions so comparisons can be 

made across countries in the study.

It is estimated that you will need approximately 

30 minutes to complete this questionnaire. We 

appreciate the time and eff ort that this takes and 

thank you for your cooperation and contribution.

When you have completed the questionnaire, 

please place it in the accompanying envelope and 

return it to:

<Insert country-specifi c information here>.

Thank you.
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School Enrollment
and Characteristics

 1
What is the total enrollment of students in your 
school as of <fi rst day of month PIRLS/TIMSS testing 
begins, 2010/2011>?  

_____________ students
Write in a number.

 2
What is the total enrollment of <fourth-grade> 
students in your school as of <fi rst day of month 
PIRLS/TIMSS testing begins, 2010/2011>?

_____________ students
Write in a number.

 3
Approximately what percentage of students in your 
school have the following backgrounds?

Check one circle for each line.

 0 to 10%

  11 to 25%

   26 to 50%

    More than
    50%

a) Come from economically 
disadvantaged homes --------- A   A   A   A

b) Come from economically 
affl  uent homes ----------------- A   A   A   A

 4
Approximately what percentage of students in 
your school have <language of test> as their native 
language?

 Check one circle only.

 More than 90% ---  A
 76 to 90% ---  A
 51 to 75% ---  A
 26 to 50% ---  A
 25% or less ---  A

 5 
 A. How many people live in the city, town, or area 

where your school is located?

 Check one circle only.

 More than 500,000 people  -- A
 100,001 to 500,000 people  -- A
 50,001 to 100,000 people  -- A
 15,001 to 50,000 people  -- A
 3,001 to 15,000 people  -- A
 3,000 people or fewer  -- A

 B. Which best describes the immediate area in which 
your school is located?

 Check one circle only.

 Urban–Densely populated --- A
 Suburban–On fringe or
 outskirts of urban area --- A
 Medium size city or large town --- A
 Small town or village ---  A
 Remote rural --- A

 C. Which best characterizes the average income level 
of the school’s immediate area?

 Check one circle only.

 High ---  A
 Medium ---  A
 Low ---  A
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Check one circle for each line.

 Not at all

  A little

   Some

    A lot

A. General School Resources

a)  Instructional materials (e.g., 
textbooks) ---------------------- A   A   A   A

b)  Supplies (e.g., papers, 
pencils) ------------------------- A   A   A   A

c) School buildings and 
grounds ------------------------ A   A   A   A

d) Heating/cooling and lighting
systems ------------------------- A   A   A   A

e)  Instructional space (e.g., 
classrooms) --------------------- A   A   A   A

f) Technologically competent
staff  ----------------------------- A   A   A   A

g) Computers for instruction  ----- A   A   A   A

B. Resources for Reading 
Instruction

a) Teachers with a 
specialization in reading ------- A   A   A   A

b) Computer software for 
reading instruction ------------- A   A   A   A

c)  Library books ------------------ A   A   A   A

d) Audio-visual resources for 
reading instruction ------------- A   A   A   A

Check one circle for each line.

Not at all
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Involving Parents in Your School

 A. How often does your school do the following for 
parents concerning individual students?

Check one circle for each line.

 Never

  Once a year

   2–3 times a year



<Grade 4> School 
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School Readiness Reading in Your School

16 
About how many of the students in your school 
can do the following when they begin primary/
elementary school?

Check one circle for each line.

 Less than 25%

  25–50%

   51–75%

    More than  
    75%

a) Recognize most of the 
letters of the alphabet --------- A   A   A   A  

b) Read some words -------------- A   A   A   A

c) Read sentences  ---------------- A   A   A   A

d) Write letters of the alphabet  -- A   A   A   A  

e) Write some words  ------------- A   A   A   A

f) Count up to 100 or higher  ----- A   A   A   A  

g) Recognize all 10 written
numbers from 1–10  ----------- A   A   A   A

h) Write all 10 numbers
from 1–10  --------------------- A   A   A   A 

17
At which grade do the following reading skills 
and strategies fi rst receive a major emphasis in 
instruction in your school?

Check one circle for each line.

<First grade> or earlier

  <Second grade>

   <Third grade>

    <Fourth 
    grade>

     Not in
     these
     grades

a) Knowing letters of the 
alphabet  ----------------------- A   A   A   A   A

b) Knowing letter-sound 
relationships  ------------------- A   A   A   A   A

c) Reading words  ----------------- A   A   A   A   A

d) Reading isolated sentences  --- A   A   A   A   A

e) Reading connected text  ------- A   A   A   A   A

f) Locating information within
the text  ------------------------ A   A   A   A   A

g) Identifying the main idea
of a text  ------------------------ A   A   A   A   A

h) Explaining or supporting 
understanding of a text  ------- A   A   A   A   A

i) Comparing a text with
personal experience  ----------- A   A   A   A   A

j) Comparing diff erent texts  ----- A   A   A   A   A

k) Making predictions about
what will happen next in
a text --------------------------- A   A   A   A   A

l) Making generalizations and
drawing inferences based
on a text  ----------------------- A   A   A   A   A

m) Describing the style or
structure of a text  ------------- A   A   A   A   A

n) Determining the author’s 
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Thank you for the thought, time, and eff ort you have 
put into completing this questionnaire.

Thank You
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