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Responsibility for the direction and management of these two projects resides at the TIMSS & 
PIRLS International Study at Boston College. Headed by Matthias von Davier, the study center is 
located in the Lynch School of Education and Human Development at Boston College. The TIMSS 
& PIRLS International Study Center works closely with IEA Amsterdam, which manages country 
participation in a number of IEA international studies; IEA Hamburg, which is a data processing 
and research center; and RTI International in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina. Especially 
important is close coordination and collaboration with the National Research Coordinators 
designated by the participating countries to be responsible for the complex tasks involved in 

and has involved extensive input and reviews by individuals at the TIMSS & PIRLS International 
Study Center, IEA, the PIRLS 2026 National Research Coordinators, and the two PIRLS expert 
committees—the PIRLS 2026 Reading Development Group and the PIRLS 2026 Questionnaire 
Development Group.  This section acknowledges the contributions of these individuals for 
preparation of the PIRLS 2026 Assessment Frameworks.
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PIRLS 2026 Reading Development Group
The PIRLS Reading Development Group (RDG) is a panel of internationally recognized experts 
in reading research, instruction, and assessment. The RDG provides guidance on updating the 
PIRLS Reading Assessment Framework and on assessment development.  
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PIRLS 2026 Questionnaire Development Group
The PIRLS Questionnaire Development Group (QDG) is a panel of educational policy analysis 
experts and National Research Coordinators who provide guidance on updating the PIRLS 
Contextual Framework and context questionnaires for PIRLS 2026.
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PIRLS 2026 National Research Coordinators
The PIRLS 2026 National Research Coordinators (NRCs) are responsible for implementing the 
study in their countries and participated in a series of reviews of the updated frameworks.
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Northern Ireland
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