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Appendix 13C: PIRLS 2016 Informational Item Descriptions 
Developed During the PIRLS 2016 Benchmarking

Items at Low International Benchmark (400)

P/PL K_01
Re

E_02 Locate and reproduce explicitly stated information from the beginning of the text

P/PL E_05 Retrieve and recognize an explicitly stated reason for an action

P/PL E_06 Retrieve and recognize an explicitly stated detail

P/PL E_07 Locate and reproduce 1 (of 2) explicitly stated detail

P/PL E_10 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

P/PL E_12 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

P/PL E_15 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

P W_01 Retrieve and reproduce 1 (of 2) piece of information from the beginning of the text

PL H_01 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail from the beginning of the text

PL H_02 Retrieve and recognize an explicitly stated detail from the beginning of the text

PL H_04 Make a straightforward inference about the relationship between two actions

PL H_05 Retrieve and recognize an explicitly stated detail

PL H_06 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

PL H_11 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

PL H_12 Make a straightforward inference about an expectation

PL H_14 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

PL P_03 Identify and reproduce essential information from the beginning of the text 

PL P_04 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

PL P_05 Locate and infer an explanation from explicitly stated information

PL P_06 Retrieve and reproduce explicitly stated information

PL P_09 Locate and recognize an explicitly stated detail

PL P_10 Locate and integrate information to recognize the significance of an action



 CHAPTER 13: USING SCALE ANCHORING TO INTERPRET THE PIRLS AND  
 ePIRLS 2016 ACHIEVEMENT SCALES
 METHODS AND PROCEDURES IN PIRLS 2016 13.15

PL P_11 Locate and reproduce 1 (of 2) explicitly stated piece of information

PL A_01 Retrieve and recognize an explicitly stated detail from the beginning of the text

PL A_02 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

PL A_03 Locate and recognize an explicitly stated detail

PL A_04 Make a straightforward inference to reproduce a detail

PL A_06 Retrieve and reproduce an explicitly stated detail

PL A_07 Retrieve and reproduce 2 explicitly stated details

PL A_08 Make a straightforward inference about a description

PL A_09 Make a straightforward inference about a description

PL A_10 Make a straightforward inference about an action

PL A_12
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P I_14 Evaluate textual elements and content to show how they exemplify the writer’s point of view

P I_15 Interpret and integrate information to provide a causal explanation

P L_04
Locate and reproduce 2 pieces of explicitly stated information and explain the significance of 1 piece 
of information

P L_10 Interpret an abstract idea by providing an example and explaining why it illustrates the abstract idea

P W_02 Locate and interpret 2 mutually beneficial actions

P W_07 Locate and integrate information to connect 2 actions (of 3) to their significance 

P W_07 Locate and integrate information to connect 3 actions to their significance in a sequence

P W_11 Locate and interpret relevant information in the context of the whole text

P


