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GENERAL DIRECTIONS

In this booklet, you will find questions about yourself. Some questions ask for facts while
other questions ask for your opinion.

Read each question carefully and respond as accurately and carefully as possible. You may
ask for help if you do not understand something or are not sure how to respond.

Some of the questions will be followed by afew possible choices indicated with a letter
next to or below it. For these questions, circle the |etter next to or below your choice as shown in
Example 1.

Example 1

Yes No
1. 1AttENA SCROO. oo, @ B

Theletter " A” has been circled because you attend school.

If you decide to change your response to a question, put an “X” over your first choice and
then put acircle around your new choice as shown in Example 2.

Example 2
Strongly Strongly
agree  Agree  Disagree disagree

1. TIIKEICE CreAM . e, @ & C D

For other questions you will be asked to write a number or date in the space provided in
your booklet. For these questions, you may use words and numbersin your answers. When you
write, please be sure that your handwriting is clear.
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1. On what date were you born?
Write in the day, month and year.

< day month year>

<NRC NOTE: USE STYLE APPROPRIATE TO YOUR COUNTRY AND GRADE
LEVEL.>

2. Are you a girl or a boy?
Circle either Aor B.

3a. Wereyou born in <country>?
Circle either Aor B.

3b. If you were not born in <country>, how old were you when you came to
<country>?

Writein your age at the time.

| was years old when | came to <country>.

4. How often do you speak <language of test> at home?
Circleeither A, B, or C.

always Or alMOSt AlWAYS ........cccceriiriiriiereeee e A
SOMELIMES ...eeieieeieseee e ee st te e st ee e sre e tesseesseeeeeseesseensesneenneeneens B
(1S Y TS PR APPSR C
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5. During the week, how much time before or after school do you usually
spend...

Circleoneletter, A, B, C, D, or E, for each line.

Less More
No than 1 1-2 35 than 5
time hour hours hours hours

a) taking <extralessons/cramming school>

IN Mathematics? .........coovveieierireeeees A B C D E
b) taking <extralessons/cramming school>
IN SCIENCE? ..ottt A B C D E
C) participating in science or mathematics clubs? A B C D E
d) workingatapaidjob?.........cccoiiiiinininnne A B C D E
6. On a normal school day, how much time do you spend before or after

school doing each of these things?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, D, or E, for each line.

Less More
No than 1 1-2 35 than 5
time hour hours hours hours

a) watching television and videos..................... A B C D E
b) playing computer games..........c.ccoeerererennens A B C D E
c) playing or talking with friends outside

Of SCOO ... A B C D E
d) doingjobsat home........c.cccooevviiieieeieiienns A B C D E
€) Playing SPOIS......cceveeieeieceece e A B C D E
f) reading abook for enjoyment ....................... A B C D E
g) studying mathematics or doing mathematics

homework after school ..........ccccovveevveennee. A B C D E
h)  studying science or doing science homework

after SChool ........ocveviee e A B C D E
i)  studying or doing homework in school

subjects other than mathematics

AN SCIENCE....oveeeeeieeee et A B C D E
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7. How far in school did your mother and father go?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, D, E, F, G, or H, in each column.
a) Mother b) Father

<some primary school, or did not go to school> .................... A A
<finished primary school> ...........ccccooiiininiiie e,

<some secondary SChOOI> ..........ccccceeieieeve e

O O
O O @

<finished secondary SChOOI> ..........ccccooeririiieneree e

<some vocational/technical education after
Secondary SChOOI™ .......ccvcveieieiese e

<SOME UNIVEISIEY> ...t

<fiNISNed UNIVEISITY> ..o

I O mm m
I @ m m

I ON T KNOW e esnensmsmnnnnne

8. How far in school do you expect to go?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, D, E, or F.

<some secondary SChOOI> ..........cccovveeveeeeeeieere e A
<finish secondary SChoOI> ...........cccciirininirieeee e B

<some vocational/technical education
after secondary school> ... C

<SOME UNIVEISITY> ... D
<FINISN UNIVEISITY> ..o E

L AON T KNOW ..ot e e F

Yes No

9a. Was your mother born in <country>? ..........cccooiiiiiiiiinnnnne, A B
Circleeither Aor B.

9b. Was your father born in <country>? .....ccccocceeiiiiiiniiniiinne A B
Circle either Aor B.
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10. About how many books are there in your home?

(Do not count magazines, newspapers, or your school books.)
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, D, or E.

none or very few (0-10 DOOKS) ......cceoverieriirerienierieree e A
enough to fill one shelf (11-25 DOOKS) .......cccverereeiienieiene e B
enough to fill one bookcase (26-100 bOOKS) ........cccccveveeeeieeieieecieeee, C
enough to fill two bookcases (101-200 bOOKS) .........cccevvverenireneneennns D
enough to fill three or more bookcases (more than 200) ...........c.c.......... E

11. Do you have any of these items at your home?
Circleeither A or B for each line.

Yes No
@) CAICUIBLON ....c.eeeeeieieeieee e A B
D) COMPULES ..o A B
C) study desk/table for your USe .........ccccceeveecieieese e A B
d)  AICHONAIY ..o e A B
€)  <COUNLrY-SPECITICS ...uviiiiiicecee e A B
f)  <COUNEIY-SPECITICS ...t A B
0) <COUNEIY-SPECITICS ..ot A B
h)  <country-SPECITICS ....ccooiice e A B
1) <COUNLIY-SPECITICS ...ooueiiieiiieie ettt A B
J)  <CoUNtry-SPECITICS ....ocveeiicie e e A B
K)  <country-SPECITIC> .....ccociviee e A B
1) <COUNLrY-SPECITICS ... A B
M)  <COUNLIY-SPECITICS ...oovieiice e e A B
N)  <COUNLIY-SPECITICS ...ooueiiiiiiiisie et A B
0)  <COUNEIY-SPECITICS ..o A B
P)  <COUNLrY-SPECITICS ..o A B

02(9)-5



TIMSS-R Ref.No. 98-0036

12. My mother thinks it is important for me to...
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree

a) dowelinscienceat schoal. ........ccccoeevevvevieinennee. A B C D
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18. To do well in mathematics at school you need...

Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) lotsof natural <talent/ability>...........cccovevurnnennee. A B C D
D)  good [UCK. ..o A B C D
c) lotsof hard work studying at home...................... A B C D
d) tomemorizethetextbook or notes........................ A B C D
19. How difficult do you think biological science is?
Circle oneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) | would like biological science much more
if it werenot so difficult. .......ccccevvvevenininienene, A B C D
b) Although | do my very best, biological scienceis
more difficult for me than for many
of My ClassMmates..........cccveeveevecieceee e A B C D
c) Nobody can be good in every subject, and | am
just not talented in biological science. ................ A B C D
d) Biological scienceis not one of my strengths...... A B C D
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21. How difficult do you think chemistry is?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) | would like chemistry much more
if it werenot so difficult. .......cccceeeveiiiinciennne A B C D
b) Although | do my very best, chemistry is more
difficult for me than for many of my classmates. A B C D
c) Nobody can be good in every subject, and | am
just not talented in chemistry. ........cccocveverennene A B C D
d) Chemistry isnot one of my strengths. ................. A B C D
22. How difficult do you think physics is?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) | would like physics much more
if itwerenot so difficult. .......ccevvecvreneciece A B C D
b) Although | do my very best, physicsis more
difficult for me than for many of my classmates. A B C D
c) Nobody can be good in every subject, and | am
just not talented in PhySICS. .......ccooveveienercrenne A B C D
d) Physicsisnot one of my strengths. ..........c.ccceue. A B C D
23. To do well in science at school you need...
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) lotsof natural <talent/ability>.........ccocoiirvnnnnnne A B C D
(o) B (oo o 1 11 QOSSN A B C D
c) lotsof hard work studying at home...................... A B C D
d) to memorize the textbook or notes. ...................... A B C D
24. How much do you like...
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Like Dislike
alot Like Didlike alot
a) MahematiCS?.......ccoecveieeieeieeeee e A B C D
b) biological SCIENCE? ......ovviiirerireeeee e A B C D
C) €aAth SCIENCA? ... A B C D
d)  CREMISITY? .o A B C D
€)  PRYSICS?..iie A B C D
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25.  How much do you like using computers to learn...
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, D, or E, for each line.

Do not
use Like Didlike
computers alot Like Didike alot
a) mathematiCsS? .......cccoovevviieceee e A B C D E
D)  SCIENCE? ..o A B C D E
26a. Do you have access to the Internet...
Circle oneletter, A or B, for each line.
Yes No
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27. What do you think about mathematics?

Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) | enjoy learning mathematics. ..........cccceeervennennen. A B C D
b) MathematicsisSboring. ......cccvererieeienencrenenens A B C D
c) Mathematicsisan easy subject. .........ccccoeevennenen. A B C D
d) Mathematicsisimportant to everyone'slife........ A B C D
e) | would likeajob that involved using
MAhEMELICS. ..o A B C D
28. I need to do well in mathematics...
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) togetthejoblwant. ....cccooviieiiiiiiieeee, A B C D
b) toplease my parent(s). ....ccccceveeveeeereeiieseeseenens A B C D
C) to getinto the <secondary school> or university
L PIEfEr. s A B C D
d) topleasemyself. ... A B C D
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29. How often does this happen in your mathematics lessons?

Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

Almost  Pretty Oncein
always often awhile  Never

a) Theteacher shows us how to do mathematics

ProbIEMS. ..o A B C D
b) We copy notes from the board. ...........ccoeevveneennen. A B C D
C) WehaveaquiZ or teSt. ......cccovverenerenenesiesieenns A B C D
d) Wework on mathematics projects. ..........co.u...... A B C D
€e) Wework from worksheets or textbooks on

OUI OWN. .ot A B C D
f)  Weusecaculators. .......ccocevvrveieeiecce e, A B C D
0) WEe USE COMPULESS. ....ooueeueenieieiesiesie e A B C D
h) We use things from everyday lifein solving

mathematics problems. ... A B C D
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FILL IN ONLY IFYOU ARE STUDYING BIOLOGY

32.  What do you think about biology?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

Strongly Strongly

agree  Agree  Disagree disagree
a) | enjoylearning biology. .......ccccovvnereneneneninnns A B C D
b) Biology iSBOrNg.......cccoererieieiiierene s A B C D
Cc) Biology isan easy subject. .........cccoovrvivvveiincnenee. A B C D
d) Biology isimportant to everyone'slife. .............. A B C D
e) | wouldlikeajob that involved using biology. ... A B C D

33. Ineedto do well in biology...
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) togetthejob |l want. ... A B C D
b) toplease my parents........cccooeeeriienenineneneees A B C D
C) togetintothe <secondary school> or university
[ PIEfEr. e A B C D
d) topleasemysaf......ccooiiiiiiiieee A B C D
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FILL IN ONLY IF YOU ARE STUDYING BIOLOGY

34. How often does this happen in your biology lessons?

Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Almost  Pretty  Oncein
always often awhile  Never

a) Theteacher shows us how to do biology

ProbIEMS. ... A B C D
b) We copy notes from the board. ............ccccvenenneee A B C D
C) WehaveaquiZortest. .......ccceoeeieeieeneneneresenens A B C D
d) Wework on biology projects. ........ccccceevveeennennen. A B C D
e) Wework from worksheets or

textbooks on our OWN. .........ccvereicinicce A B C D
f)  Weuse calCulators. ........cccoorenerienieiesene e A B C D
g) WeUSE COMPULENS. .....cceeeeeeeeireeie e creeee e A B C D
h) We use things from every day lifein solving

biology problems. ... A B C D
1)  Wework together in pairs or small groups. ......... A B C D
j)  Theteacher gives us homework. .........ccccccveeneee. A B C D
K) We can begin our homework in class. ................. A B C D
I)  Theteacher checks homework. ............ccccevvnenen. A B C D
m) We check each other’s homework. ...................... A B C D
n) Wediscuss our completed homework. ................ A B C D
0) Theteacher gives ademonstration of

AN EXPEITMENT. ... A B C D
p) We ourselves do an experiment or practical

INVestigation iN Class. ........cccvveeienenesee e A B C D
g) Theteacher usestheboard. ........ccccevveiviiecnennee. A B C D
r)  Theteacher uses an overhead projector. .............. A B C D
s) Studentsusetheboard. ........ccccovveiviieiiceee A B C D
t) Students use the overhead projector. ................... A B C D
u) Theteacher getsinterrupted by messages,

VS (0 Eo N < (R A B C D
v) Theteacher uses a computer to demonstrate

1deasin DIolOgY. ......ccovrirerireriee e A B C D
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FILL IN ONLY IF YOU ARE STUDYING BIOLOGY

35. When we begin a new topic in biology, we begin by...
Circle oneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Almost  Pretty Oncein
always often awhile

a) having the teacher explain the rules and
defiNItioNS. ...ocoieiiee e A B C

b) discussing apractical or story problem related
to everyday life. ...cccooceevveciceee e, A B C

c) working together in small groups on a problem
(0T o] (o)1= ot SO A B C

d) having the teacher ask us what we know related
to the NeW tOPIC. ....cceeeeiice e, A B C

e) looking at the textbook while the teacher talks
ADOUL L. oo A B C

f) trying to solve an example related to the
LTSV (] o oS A B C
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36. What do you think about chemistry?
Circle one letter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) | enjoy learning chemistry. ........cccoccevvevvieecnenen. A B C D
b) Chemistry iShOring. .......ccooeveveririeieiieseseins A B C D
c) Chemistry isan easy SUbject. ........cccocevevirencnnene A B C D
d) Chemistry isimportant to everyone'slife............ A B C D
e) | wouldlikeajob that involved using chemistry. A B C D
37. Ineedto do well in chemistry...
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) togetthejoblwant. ..o, A B C D
b) topleasemy parents. .........ccocvererieieneneseneniens A B C D
c) to getinto the <secondary school> or university
[ PrEfEr. e A B C D
d) topleasemysaf......cciiiiiiiicie, A B C D
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FILL IN ONLY IF YOU ARE STUDYING CHEMISTRY

38. How often does this happen in chemistry lessons?
Circle oneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Almost  Pretty Oncein
always often awhile

a) Theteacher shows us how to do chemistry
ProblEMS. .....ccvveiceeceee e A B C

Never
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FILL IN ONLY IF YOU ARE STUDYING CHEMISTRY

39. When we begin a new topic in chemistry, we begin by...

Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

Almost Pretty Oncein
always often awhile  Never

a) having the teacher explain the rules and
defiNItIONS. ...coveeeceeee e A B C D

b) discussing apractical or story problem related
to everyday life. ... A B C D

c) working together in small groups on a problem
OF PIOJECT. weevieueeneeeeie ettt A B C D

d) having the teacher ask us what we know related
t0 the New tOPIC. .....ceveeeeee e A B C D

€) looking at the textbook while the teacher
talkS @DOUL it ..cveeeeeeeeee e A B C D

f) trying to solve an example related to
the NewW tOPIC. ...oceeeeeeee e A B C D
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FILL IN ONLY IF YOU ARE STUDYING EARTH SCIENCE

40. What do you think about earth science?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) | enjoy learning earth science. .........cccceevevveenenee. A B C D
b) Earth scienceishboring. .......cccceveevevieeieeieceenen, A B C D
c) Earthscienceisan easy subject. ........cccevvvrueneee A B C D
d) Earth scienceisimportant to everyone'slife. ...... A B C D
e) | would likeajob that involved using
€At SCIENCE. .....eecvieeeeieee e A B C D
41. I need to do well in earth science...
Circle oneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Strongly Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree
a) togetthejoblwant. ....cooooviiiiieiiiceeece A B C D
b) toplease my parents........cccooeveviierenineneneees A B C D
c) togetintothe <secondary school> or university
[ PIEfEr. oo A B C D
d) topleasemysaf......ccoooiiiiiiiiiee A B C D
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42. How often does this happen in your earth science lessons?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

Almost  Pretty  Oncein
always often awhile  Never

a) Theteacher shows us how to do earth science

ProblEMS. ..o A B C D
b) We copy notesfrom the board. ...........cccceeverennnne A B C D
c) Wehaveaquizortest. ......ccccveveveevecceceeseenen, A B C D
d) Wework on earth science projects. .........c.coeenee A B C D
e) Wework from worksheets or

textbOOKS ON OUF OWN. ......ovevirierieeeeeee e A B C
f)  Weusecaculators. .......ccooevvrieveeieceecece e A B
) WeUSE COMPULENS. .....cceeereeeeeireeieeee e eee e A B C D

02(9)-21



TIMSS-R Ref.No. 98-0036
FILL IN ONLY IF YOU ARE STUDYING EARTH SCIENCE

43. When we begin a new topic in earth science, we begin by...
Circleone
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44,

What do you think about physics?

Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

| enjoy learning phySICS. .....ccovceeveeieciecece e
PhySICSISDBOrNG. ...ocveiveieiineeeeeeeeee e
Physicsisan easy SUbjeCt. ......cccooveveeeeriecincnenne,

Physicsisimportant to everyone'slife. ...............

Strongly
agree

A
A
A
A

Strongly

Agree Disagree disagree

B

B
B
B

C

C
C
C

D

D
D
D
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FILL IN ONLY IFYOU ARE STUDYING PHYSICS

46. How often does this happen in your physics lessons?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Almost Pretty Oncein
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FILL IN ONLY IF YOU ARE STUDYING PHYSICS

47. When we begin a new topic in physics, we begin by...
Circle one letter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Almost  Pretty  Oncein
always often awhile  Never

a) having the teacher explain the rules and
defiNItIONS. ..ooveieieiee e A B C D

b) discussing apractical or story problem related
to everyday life. ....cceeveieceeceee e A B C D

c) working together in small groups on a problem
(o g o] (0] 1= oX SRS A B C D

d) having the teacher ask us what we know related
to the NeW tOPIC. ....cceevveeieciecece e A B C D

e) looking at the textbook while the teacher
talKS ADOUL it ..o A B C D

f) trying to solve an example related to the
1SV (] o o A B C D

THANK YOU for the thought and effort you have put into answering these questions.
We wish you well in al that you do.
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INTERNATIONAL OPTION

48. Do each of these people live at home with you most or all of the time?
Circle either A or B for each line.

Yes No
Q) MONEY <. e A B
D) FANEN e A B
C) 0ONEOr MOrebrotherS........ocoiiieiice e A B
d) ONEOr MOrE SISIENS ... A B
€)  SEEPMOLNEN ... A B
f)  StEPfather ..o A B
g) 0Nneor More grandparentS..........ccoeeerererereseseseeieesee e seeneens A B
h) another relative or relatives (uncle, aunt, cousin, €tc.) ............... A B
i)  another person or persons (NOt relatives) .........cccceeeverenerienene A B

49. Altogether, how many people live in your home?
Write in the total number of people.

(Don't forget to include yourself.)

50. Outside of school, how often do you do these activities?

Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.

About About About
every oncea oncea
day week month Rarely

a) readabook or magazine..........cccocceveeeeeeeiieeeenne. A B C D
b) visitamuseum or art exhibition............ccccceeeenens A B C D
C) attend aCONCErt .......ccceeeeeeeeie e A B C D
d) gotothetheatre.......cccoooiviirieiceneeeceeee e A B C D
€) QOtOthEMOVIES.....ccoeveeeeee e A B C D
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53. Listed below are some of the world's environmental problems. How much
do you think the application of science can help in addressing these

problems?
Circleoneletter, A, B, C, or D, for each line.
Not Very A great
at all litle Somewhat deal
@) Al POHULION ..o A B C D
b) water pollution ..........cccooeeeiiiies A B C D
C) destruction of fOrests........cccoovvvevveveicieeecce e, A B C D
d) endangered SPECIES........cccevuerenierenereneseeeeeeaes A B C D
€) damagetotheozonelayer.........cccooovvvivevneneenne. A B C D
f) problemsfrom nuclear power plants.................... A B C D

54. If you were going to choose a career that uses a science, which science
would you prefer to use?

Circleone letter, A, B, C, or D.

[21T0] o )Y 2SS A
CREMISITY .o B
Earth SCIENCE .....c.ooiiiiieieeee e C
o 01V T oSS D
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STOP

There are no more questionsin this booklet

If you have finished answering this booklet before the time is over then you may go back and
review your answers. Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions carefully.







