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Teacher Questionnaire—Physics

Your school has agreed to participate in

TIMSS Advanced 2015 (Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study), an educational
research project sponsored by the International
Association for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement (IEA). TIMSS Advanced measures trends
in student achievement in advanced mathematics
and physics and studies differences in national
education systems in order to help improve teaching
and learning worldwide.

This questionnaire is addressed to teachers of
<twelfth grade> students, and seeks information
about teachers’academic and professional
backgrounds, classroom resources, instructional
practices, and attitudes toward teaching. Since your
class has been selected as part of a nationwide
sample, your responses are very important in helping
to describe the school system in <country>.

Some of the questions in the questionnaire refer
to the “TIMSS class” or “this class”. This is the class
that is identified on the front of this booklet, and
which will be tested as part of TIMSS Advanced in
your school. It is important that you answer each
question carefully so that the information that
you provide reflects your situation as accurately as
possible.

Since TIMSS Advanced is an international study
and all countries are using the same questionnaire,
you may find that some of the questions seem
unusual or are not entirely relevant to you or schools
in <country>. Nevertheless, it is important that
you do your best to answer all of the questions so
comparisons can be made across countries in the
studies.

Itis estimated that you will need approximately
35 minutes to complete this questionnaire. We
appreciate the time and effort that this takes and
thank you for your cooperation and contribution.

When you have completed the questionnaire,
please place it in the accompanying envelope and

return it to:

<Insert country-specific information here>.

Thank you.

TIMSS ADVANCED
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About You
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Thinking about your current school, indicate the
extent to which you agree or disagree with each of
the following statements.

Check one circle for each line.

Agree alot
Agreealittle
Disagree a little
Disagree
alot
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In your current school, how severe is each problem?

Check one circle for each line.

Not a problem
Minor problem
Moderate problem

Serious
problem
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How often do you feel the following way
about being a teacher?

Check one circle for each line.

Very often
Often
Sometimes
Never or
almost
never
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About Teaching the TIMSS Class
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How many students are in this class?

students
Write in the number.
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How many students in this class experience
di culties understanding spoken <language of
test>?

students in this class
Write in the number.

14—

How often do you do the following in teaching this
class?

Check one circle for each line.

Every or almost every lesson
About half the lessons
Some lessons
Never
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Teaching Physics to the TIMSS Class

In a typical week, how much time do you spend
teaching physics to the students in this class?

minutes per week
Write in the number of minutes per week.
Please convert the number of instructional hours or periods
into minutes.

How many minutes per week do you usually spend
preparing to teach this class?

minutes per week
Write in the number of minutes per week.
Please convert the number of hours into minutes.
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In teaching physics to this class, how would you
characterize your confidence in doing the following?

Check one circle for each line.
Very high
High
Medium
Low
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A. Do the students in this class have computers,
tablets, calculators, or smartphones available to
use during their physics lessons?

Check one circle only.
Ves— A

o A
(IfNo, go to#21)

If Yes,

B. How often do you have the students do the
following activities on computers, tablets,
calculators, or smartphones during physics
lessons?

Check one circle for each line.

Every or almost every day

Once or twice a week
Once or twice a
month
Never or
almost
never
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The following list includes the main topics addressed by the TIMSS Advanced physics test. Choose the response
that best describes when the students in this class have been taught each topic. If a topic was in the curriculum
before this year, please choose “Mostly taught before this year.” If a topic was taught half this year but not yet

completed, please choose “Mostly taught this year.” If a topic is not in the curriculum, please choose “Not yet
taught or just introduced.”

Check one circle for each line.
Mostly taught before this year
Mostly taught this year

Not yet taught or
justintroduced
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Physics Homework for the TIMSS class

23

A. Do you assign physics homework to this class?

Check one circle only.
Yes - A

- A
(IfNo, go to #24)

If Yes,

B. How often do you assign the following kinds of
physics homework to this class?

Always or almost always

Sometimes
Never or
almost never
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Check one circle for each line.

. How often do you do the following with the

physics homework assignments for this class?

Check one circle for each line.

Always or almost always

Sometimes
Never or
almost never
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Professional Development and Activities
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In the past two years, have you participated By the end of this school year, how many years will
in professional development in any of the you have taught physics at the advanced level?
following?

years

Check ircle f hline. _———— .
eckone circle for each fine Number of years taught physicsg

Yes
No
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In the past two years, how many hours in total
have you spent in formal <in-service/professional

development> (e.g., workshops, seminars, etc.) L
for physics?
Check one circle only.
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Thank you for the thought, time, and e ort you have
put into completing this questionnaire.






